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Requisites of Manuscript Studies in Quranic and Hadith Subjects:
Manuscript Identification, Editorial Methodologies, and
Efficacious Resources

Abstract:

The revival and dissemination of manuscripts in the field of Islamic
sciences represent one of the most significant avenues for identifying and
introducing Irano-Islamic culture and civilization. This domain of study is a
valuable scholarly-research endeavor, often founded upon ‘research 'critical
editing® ,’critique (’and ‘translation .The investigation and critical editing of
manuscripts lead to the revival of a treasury of knowledge, thereby making
pristine scholarly insights, previously hidden from common view and access,
available to scholars in a usable form. To this end, it is necessary for
researchers in Quranic and Hadith studies, alongside identifying
manuscripts, to commit themselves to the worthy revival and dissemination
of ancestral heritage. The fundamental issue addressed by the present
research is the methodology of manuscript studies concerning Quranic and
Hadith topics, and the elucidation of its requisites along three general axes:
‘manuscript identification’, ‘editorial methodology’, and ‘efficacious
resources.” The conclusion drawn is that manuscript studies of Quranic and
Hadith topics are considered necessities of scholarly research in the
contemporary era. Therefore, it is imperative that the researcher and critical
editor of manuscripts, while being familiar with the stages of manuscript
identification and manuscript studies, employ the method of critical textual

editing and benefit from efficacious resources in this field.

Keywords: Manuscript Studies, Manuscript Identification, Editorial
Methodology.



The Utility of Weak Hadith from the Perspective of Ayatollah
Ja’far Sobhani

Abstract:

The exalted position of Hadith and its significant role in religious
knowledge necessitate ensuring its attribution to the Infallible (Ma’sum,
peace be upon him). The validation of Hadiths is conducted through various
methods and approaches, each influencing the resultant outcomes. Over
time, many Hadiths of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) have suffered
from weakness in their chain of transmission (Sanad) due to diverse reasons.
However, this does not constitute a conclusive reason for entirely discarding
weak Hadiths from religious propositions. The present research aims to
identify Ayatollah Sobhani’s methodology for establishing the utility of
weak Hadith, employing a library research methodology and a descriptive-
analytical approach. The findings indicate that for this purpose, he utilizes:

2 ¢ 99 <¢

“the accumulation of contextual evidence,” “practical consensus practice,
successive transmiss ionconcurrence,” “leniency in the proofs of
recommended acts (Tasamuh fi Adillat al-Sunan),” “acceptance by
scholars,” and “the testimony of the authors of works to the authenticity of

their citedHadiths.”
Keywords: Ayatollah Ja'far Sobhani, Reliability of Issuance, Sanad (Chain of

Transmission), Weak Hadith.
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Compilation: An Examination of the Biographies of Sunni
Scholars and Narrators Accused of Nasb in the Works of Shams
al-Din al-Dhahabi

Abstract:

Transmitters of hadith studies and biographical compilation are pivotal
disciplines within Hadith sciences. Through these disciplines, Hadith
narrators, scholars, and influential personalities in Islamic history are
identified and assessed. Moreover, they enable Hadith researchers to
ascertain the status of narrators and the biographical accounts (Sira) of
scholars. Given the significant importance of these two fields, rigorous
research necessitates a framework wherein objectivity, particularly the
avoidance of imposing religious beliefs and sectarian biases, is paramount.
This paper aims to investigate the extent to which religious beliefs influence
transmitters of hadith studies and biographical compilation. To this end, the
study examines the biographical entries for Sunni scholars and narrators
accused of Nasb (anti-Shi’a sentiment) within the works of Shams al-Din al-
Dhahabi, a prominent Sunni historian and Hadith scholar. The research
employs a historical methodology with a descriptive-analytical approach.
Consequently, the paper presents instances demonstrating the impact of al-
Dhahabi’s sectarian biases on his transmitters of hadith studies and
biographical compilation, particularly concerning narrators accused of Nasb
and the biographical accounts of Sunni scholars from various jurisprudential

and theological schools.

Keywords :Hadith Sciences, Transmitters of hadith studies, biographical

compilation, Religious Biases, Sectarian Biases, Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi.



Indicators of Spiritual Upbringing: Emphasis on the Quran and
Nahj al-Balagha

Abstract:

Recognizing the indicators of spiritual upbringing can provide a criterion
for evaluating comprehensive, authentic, and effective spirituality, thereby
preventing individuals from engaging in ineffective or pseudo-spiritualities.
The present research seeks to answer the question: “From the perspective of
the Quran and Nahj al-Balagha, what are the significant indicators of
spiritual upbringing?” Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the
most important indicators identified are: “the rationality of beliefs,”
“practical commitment to divine commands and prohibitions,” ‘“non-
attachment to worldly appearances,” “devotion to the affairs of the
Hereafter,” and “moderation in thought and action.” These can be
summarized under the headings of “Rationality”, “Servitude”, “Recognizing
the Transience of the World,” “Eschatological Orientation” ,and
“Moderation”. These indicators are of such a caliber that if they are not fully
addressed in spiritual upbringing, the resultant spirituality will be incapable

of providing profound and sustainable tranquility.

Keywords: Quran, Hadith, Nah;j al-Balagha, Indicators of Spirituality,
Spiritual Upbringing.
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Incompatibilities of Rousseau’s Educational Methods with the
Perspective of Imam Ali (AS), with an Emphasis on Nahj al-
Balagha

Abstract :

Human education is a highly significant issue and has always been a
subject of discussion and examination. Over the past three centuries, Western
thinkers have sought to discover educational methods for human success.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been an influential thinker in the Western
educational system from the 18th century onwards in Europe and America.
The teachings of Imam Ali (AS) also contain educational methods, a
considerable portion of which is found in Nahj al-Balagha. The present
research, utilizing library resources and employing a qualitative research
methodology with a descriptive-analytical approach, has examined the
incompatibilities between Rousseau’s educational methods and the perspective
of Imam Ali (AS) across five dimensions: social, emotional, intellectual,
physical, and religious. While comparing the educational views of the Imam
and elucidating the points of non-conformity between the two perspectives,
instances where Rousseau’s educational methods are not endorsed from the
perspective of Nahj al-Balagha are extracted. Furthermore, the existence of an
Islamic educational model eleven centuries prior to Rousseau is established. It
was observed that both approaches exhibit minor differences in ‘exemplary
methods (role-modeling)’, ‘learning from admonitory examples’, ‘practice and
habituation’, ‘love and compassion’, ‘freedom of action’, ‘encouragement and
punishment’, ‘benevolence and good-doing’, and ‘forbearance faults’.
However, they demonstrate major differences in ‘isolating children from
society’, ‘natural punishment’, ‘negative education’, ‘expectations according
to aptitude’, ‘storytelling’, and ‘the religious aspect.’

Keywords :Educational Methods of Imam Ali (AS), Rousseau’s
Educational Methods, Educational Methods, Education.



Deontology and Consequential Ethics in Nahj al-Balagha
Abstract :

Deontology refers to performing actions based on moral principles and
rules, without regard to their outcomes. In teleology or consequentialism, the
value of an action is judged by its results. This paper aims to elucidate the
two main ethical approaches, namely ‘deontology’ and ‘consequentialism,’
within Nahj al-Balagha. Utilizing a descriptive and analytical approach to
the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha, this research demonstrates how Imam Ali
(AS), by emphasizing moral principles, has expounded upon individual and
social duties. On one hand, His Holiness stresses the necessity of observing
‘justice,” ‘honesty,” and ‘fidelity to covenants’ as moral duties that must be
adhered to irrespective of their consequences. Furthermore, His Holiness
gives consideration to the outcomes of actions, emphasizing that virtuous
deeds should lead to the well-being and prosperity of society. This approach
is also evident in his discourses concerning ‘consultation’ and ‘cooperation
in social matters.” The conclusion is that Nahj al-Balagha integrates both
deontological and consequentialist approaches. Imam Ali (AS), by
elucidating moral principles and emphasizing the outcomes of actions,
presents a comprehensive model for an ethical life that can guide individuals
in confronting ethical challenges. This analysis demonstrates that a proper
understanding of the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha can reinforce the moral
foundations of society and provide pathways for establishing a balance

between individual duties and societal outcomes.

Keywords :Nahj al-Balagha, Ethics, Normative Ethics, Deontology,

Consequentialism.
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Psychological Strategies for Countering Sedition from the Perspective of Nahj

al-Balagha

Abstract :

Nahj al-Balagha, as a comprehensive work on individual-social upbringing
and development, distinctively addresses sedition (Fitna), its instigating
factors, and strategies for countering it. The historical period during which the
contents of this book were articulated was also replete with various forms of
sedition. Given that sedition always possesses the potential for occurrence, and
as the Islamic Republic currently witnesses numerous seditions instigated by
its adversaries, the approach of Amir al-Mu’minin in confronting such
phenomena can be examined as a model for countering contemporary
seditions faced by the Islamic system. In light of the significance of Nahj al-
Balagha in offering strategies to combat sedition, the primary research
question is: What psychological strategies does Imam Ali present in Nahj al-
Balagha for countering sedition? This research, employing a descriptive-
analytical approach, aims to elucidate and identify these strategies. These
strategies are categorized into three groups: cognition-based, affective -based,
and action-oriented. Cognitive strategies, such as acquiring discernment,
receptiveness to counsel, and preparedness for worldly seditions, pertain to the
human cognitive domain. Affective strategies, such as peace-seeking and
disregarding satanic temptations, relate to human inclinations. Action-oriented
strategies, such as piety (Taqgwa — encompassing both inner [Jawanih] and
outer [Jawarh] aspects), seeking divine assistance, and seeking divine
forgiveness, pertain to human behaviors. These strategies can play an effective

role in confronting contemporary seditions.

Keywords :Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him), Nahj al-Balagha,
Sedition (Fitna), Psychological Strategies, Cognition, Affect, Action.



The Reliability of Abu al-Rabi’ al-Shami as Reflected in the
Critique of Hadith Scholars

Abstract:

Abu al-Rabi’ al-Shami was a companion of Imam al-Sadiq and Imam al-
Bagqir , and the author of a renowned Hadith book. His narrations in the Four
Books (al-Kutub al-Arba’a) and other Shi’a narrative collections number
over one hundred, covering various religious topics. There is disagreement
regarding his reliability. Some have categorized him asunaccredited
(Muhmal) due to the absence of specific authentication concerning him,
while others, citing a Hadith from Imam al-Baqir (AS), have deemed him
weak. Yet another group, however, has affirmed the reliability of Abu al-
Rabi’ based on general authentications. The present research, employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, outlines the existing viewpoints on this
matter. The author, by examining the different opinions and the evidence of
each proponent, and utilizing the method of ‘juxtaposing differing views’,
critically analyzes each of their arguments. Ultimately, this research deems
the arguments for weakening Abu al-Rabi’ al-Shami inconclusive. It affirms
his reliability by citing several general authentications, such as: Shaykh
Sadugq’s reliance on his book and his frequent narrations from it; Shaykh (al-
Tusi) and al-Najashi’s mention of his book and their respective chains of
transmission to it; the frequent narration from Abu al-Rabi’ by highly
respected scholars (Ajilla’) and the Companions of Consensus (Ashab al-

Ijma’); and the prevalence of Abu al-Rabi’s narrations in the Four Books.
Keywords :Abu al-Rabi’ al-Shami, Science of Biographical Evaluation,

General Authentications (Tawthiqat 'Aam), Authentication, Weakening,

Reliability, Disparagement and Commendation.
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Elucidating the Concept of “Silm” in Ziyarat Jami’a Kabira: An
Analysis from the Perspective of Imami Narrations and
Commentaries

Abstract:

The concept of “Silm” (submission) is a frequently recurring notion in
supplications and pilgrimage recitations, and is considered one of the
principal pillars of devotion (Tawalli) towards the Infallibles. This concept
signifies the attainment of a state of humble submission (Khudu’) wherein
the believer, in striving to achieve it, distances themselves from carnal
desires and personal inclinations, and endeavors to prioritize the will of God
and the Pure Imams in their intentions, heart, and actions. This concept is
explicitly employed in six passages within the Ziyarat Jami’a Kabira. The
primary research question guiding this study is: How is the concept of ‘Silm’
elucidated within Ziyarat Jami’a Kabira, and what dimensions are attributed
to it in Imami narrations and the commentaries on this Ziyarat? Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, this research, through an examination
and elucidation of the three levels of ‘Silm’ — ‘the Silm of the Imams
towards God,” ‘the Silm of believers towards the Imams,” and ‘the Silm of
believers towards one another’ — based on Imami narrations and
commentaries on Ziyarat Jami’a Kabira, demonstrates that the Silm of the
Imams towards God is manifested in two forms: ‘Silm at the time of
creation’ and ‘Silm amidst worldly tribulations.” The Silm of believers
towards the Imams is observed in two aspects: ‘Silm in pre-existential
realms’ and ‘Silm in obedience to their commands in worldly life.’
Furthermore, the origin of the Silm of believers towards one another, which
culminates in the establishment of a system of faith-based brotherhood
(Ukhuwwa Imaniyya), is rooted in the individual submission of each
believer to the Imams.

Keywords: Silm (submission), Ziyarat Jami’a Kabira, Submission of the

Imams, Submission of Believers, Ikhbat (Humble Submission).
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A Report and Formal Analysis of the Chains of Narration of Shi’a
Hadiths Concerning Masturbation (Istimna’)

Abstract :

299

The issue of “Istimna’” (masturbation) is discussed in various chapters of
jurisprudence. The majority of Shi’a jurisprudents have deemed
masturbation, in any form, to be forbidden, and indeed one of the major sins,
prescribing discretionary punishment for its perpetrator. Considering that
masturbation is a prevalent issue in society, particularly among youth, and
given the need for further and contemporary Hadith-based and
jurisprudential research on this matter, it is essential that the chains of
narration of traditions related to this topic be re-examined from various
perspectives. In this context, it appears that prior to the biographical
evaluation (Jarh wa Ta’dil) of the narrators of the relevant Hadiths and a
formal investigation of the chains of Shi’a narrations, it is necessary to
determine: “What is the number of chains of narration concerning
masturbation, and what is their status in terms of formal structure and classes
of narrators?” Investigations reveal that thirteen narrations concerning
Istimna’ are accessible, all of which are likely transmitted from the two
books of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqi and Muhammad ibn
Ahmad al-Ash’ari al-Qummi, and subsequently disseminated in later
generations. However, the chains of narration regarding Istimna’ and their
sources also present certain problems and ambiguities in terms of their

formal status.

Keywords :Masturbation (Istimna), Sperm Donation, Artificial

Insemination, Shi’a Jurisprudence, Shi’a Hadith.



Hypotheses and Perspectives Concerning the Promise of Divine
Aid Through Angels in the Battles of Badr and Uhud

Abstract :
Verses 124 and 125 of Surah Al 'Imran speak of the promise of divine aid

with three and five thousand angels. These verses, situated amidst those
pertaining to the Battle of Uhud, follow a reminder of God’s victory in the
Battle of Badr. Diverging views on whether these promises were made for
Badr or Uhud, how they were fulfilled, and the timing of the revelation of
these verses (before or after Uhud) have given rise to multiple hypotheses,
only some of which align with the content of the verses. Exegetical
narrations and the opinions of exegetes are also varied in this regard and
overlap with some of these hypotheses. This diversity has hindered a clear
understanding of the promise of divine aid in these battles. This research
aims to present hypotheses consistent with the verses and to classify existing
viewpoints, thereby paving the way for a deeper understanding of the
teachings within these verses and contributing to the identification of the
historical development of exegetical perspectives. Data were collected
through library research and processed using a descriptive-analytical
approach. The findings include eight hypotheses, six of which have
proponents. These views are categorized into three main lines of thought:
“Both promises made for Badr,” “Both promises made for Uhud,” and “The

first promise made for Badr and the second for Uhud”.

Keywords :Promise of Aid, Angelic Reinforcement, Verses 124-125 of
Al 'Imran, Exegetical Narrations, Badr, Uhud.

&

Spring & Summer 2024/Quarterly Of Jornal Hadith& Andisheh- Issue No. 37

Yif



)

i

Abstracts

Y\o

The Relationship Between the Divine Essence and the Divine
Essential Attributes According to Islamic Schools

Abstract:

The relationship between the “Divine Essence” and the “Divine Essential
Attributes” has continuously been a subject of debate and contention among
Islamic theological schools. This research examines the primary theories in
this regard: the “theory of the additionality of Essential Attributes to the
Divine Essence” held by the Ash’arites; the “theory of the Essence
deputizing for the Attributes” (Nazariyyat Niyabat al-Dhat 'an al-Sifat), the
view of most Mu’tazilites and some other theological schools; and the
“identity of the Essence with the Attributes” as the viewpoint of the
Imamiyyah. The objective of this research is to examine and evaluate the
arguments for and against each theory, and to substantiate the Imamiyyah
perspective, which posits the “identity of God’s Essence and Attributes.”
Consequently, “awareness of the most significant arguments for each
theory” and “the critiques leveled against each theory,” based on the most
important theological texts of their proponents, as well as the “scriptural and
Hadith-based arguments of the Imamiyyah” for the veracity of their accepted
view, and the “Hadith-related disputes” among Imamiyyah Hadith scholars
and theologians in this regard, are among the other achievements of this

research.

Keywords: Essential Attributes, Additionality of Attributes to the
Essence, Theory of the Essence Deputizing for the Attributes, Identity of the
Essence with the Attributes, Mu’tazilites, Ash’arites, Imamiyyah.



