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Abstract

An Ontological Analysis of the Intellect ("Agl) by the
Commentators of al - Kafi in the First Narration of the Book of
Intellect and Ignorance

Abstract

One of the most fundamental challenges in understanding hadith literature lies in
explicating the nature and function of the intellect (‘agl). This challenge is particularly
pronounced in the first hadith of the "Book of Intellect and Ignorance” (Kitab al - 'Aqgl
wa al - Jahl) in al - Kafi, a text that has given rise to diverse interpretations concerning
the ontology of the intellect. Focusing on the ontological analyses provided by the
prominent commentators of al - Kafi, this article seeks to address the following question:
Upon what ontological foundations do these scholars analyze the intellect? Employing a
qualitative content analysis and a comparative approach, this research demonstrates that
the commentators’ perspectives on the ontology of the intellect can be broadly
categorized into two overarching paradigms: A. The intellect as an independent,
immaterial entity: This paradigm comprises two sub _ theories. The first posits the
intellect as the "First Emanation™ (sadir - i awwal), entirely divorced from matter. The
second identifies it as an immaterial entity akin to the Active Intellect (agl - i faal),
characterized by an actualized attachment (ta'allug - i fi'li) to the human rational soul
(nafs - i natigah). B. The intellect as an internal existential dimension of the human
being: This category encompasses three distinct theories, viewing the intellect either as
the rational soul itself, as a psychic disposition or faculty (malakah), or as a luminous
instinct residing within the human heart. By delineating and analyzing these foundations,
this study yields a more nuanced understanding of the intellectual evolution surrounding
the concept of 'agl within the tradition of hadith commentary.

Keywords: Commentaries on al - Kafi, Book of Intellect and Ignorance, Ontology
of the intellect, Creation of the intellect, Immaterial intellect, Attached intellect,

First Emanation.



Applications and Strategies for Utilizing Weak Hadiths

Abstract

A substantial portion of the hadith corpus in Islamic sources has been deemed weak
in its chain of transmission (da'if al - sanad). This raises a critical challenge for
researchers in the fields of hadith studies and jurisprudence (figh): is a weak chain of
transmission (sanad) alone sufficient grounds for the outright rejection of these
narrations, or can they still be of scholarly value? Grounded in the central role of
hadith in religious inference (istinbat) and the premise that chain weakness alone
does not warrant absolute dismissal, this article seeks to address the following
questions: How can weak hadiths be effectively utilized in religious and
jurisprudential research, and what methodologies facilitate this utilization?
Employing a descriptive - analytical method, this research demonstrates that weak
hadiths can be applied in specific contexts. These include corroborating authentic
narrations (riwayat sahihah), providing insights into historical and biographical
(sirah) matters, and serving as thematic resources in the domains of ethics (akhlaq)
and exhortation (mawa'iz). Furthermore, key strategies for their application involve
employing non - sanad - based validation methods, presenting evidence for their
reliability of issuance (wuthuq - i suduri), and conducting content analyses in light
of the Quran and the definitive Sunnah (sunnat - i gat'i). Ultimately, these findings
provide an effective framework for engaging with weak hadiths and open promising
horizons for researching and explicating religious and jurisprudential concepts,
thereby preventing the marginalization of a valuable repository within the hadith
heritage.

Keywords: Weakness of the chain of transmission, Weak hadith, Reliability of

issuance (wuthuq - i suduri), Hadith validation, Application of hadith.
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An Educational Analysis of the Prophets' Supplications for Their
Children in the Quran with an Emphasis on Exegetical
Narrations: Structure, Content, and Functions

Abstract

In Quranic and hadith traditions, supplication (du'a) possesses a profound capacity
for transmitting educational teachings. The prophetic prayers for their children
constitute a valuable repository of educational models, offering profound guidance
for contemporary parents and educators. Employing a descriptive - analytical
method, this research explores how the structure, content, and educational functions
of the Prophets' supplications for their children are formulated within the Holy
Quran and exegetical narrations (riwayat tafsiriyyah). The findings indicate that
these supplications can be analyzed across three dimensions: Structure: This
encompasses the manner of initiation and entreaty (tadarru’), the nature of the
request, and the mode of expression addressed to the Divine, serving inherently as
an educational model for the act of supplication (munajat). Content: This dimension
emphasizes a simultaneous focus on worldly and otherworldly affairs, particularly
the entreaty for a righteous and worthy progeny (nasl - i salih), thereby reflecting
the comprehensiveness of the Prophets' educational vision. Educational Functions:
These are categorized into three primary axes. On an individual level, they
strengthen hope, gnosis (ma'rifah), and piety (tagwa) in both parent and child. On a
familial level, they cultivate a deep - seated concern for upbringing, fostering a
faithful and transcendent family unit. On a social level, they promote justice by
raising a generation dedicated to societal reform. Ultimately, this structured analysis
provides practical and invaluable approaches for the effective upbringing of
children, grounded in the teachings of the Quran and hadith.

Keywords: Prophets' supplications, Child upbringing, Quran, Quranic supplications,

Family in the Quran, Righteous progeny.



An Isnad Evaluation of the Most Comprehensive Narration
Concerning Women's Rulings in the Shi'i Heritage

Abstract

Within the Shi'i hadith heritage, narrations that comprehensively address the specific
rulings and etiquettes pertaining to women hold profound jurisprudential and ethical
significance. Among these, the narration of "The Comprehensive Rulings for
Women" (Jawami' Ahkam al - Nisa') from Shaykh al - Saduq's compilation, al -
Khisal, warrants meticulous chain evaluation (barrasi - yi sanadi) and validation of
issuance (i'tibar - sanji - yi suduri) due to its thematic breadth and exclusive focus
on women. Such an evaluation is imperative to establish a rigorous foundation for
jurisprudential and ethical derivations. This research seeks to address the following
question: How is the reliability of the chain and the issuance of the Jawami' Ahkam
al _ Nisa' narration evaluated based on the biographical (rijali) principles of both
early (qudama’) and later (muta'akhkhirin) scholars? Employing a descriptive -
analytical method and library - based data collection, this study conducts a detailed
examination of the narration's chain of transmission. The findings demonstrate that,
according to the later scholars' principle of chain reliability (wuthuq - i sanadi), a
thorough scrutiny of all narrators reveals that the chain possesses the requisite
soundness and validity. Furthermore, based on the early scholars' validation
methodology, which centers on the reliability of issuance (wathagat - i suduri), this
narration is similarly confirmed and trusted. Consequently, under both prevalent
paradigms for hadith validation, the narration of Jawami' Ahkam al _ Nisa' exhibits
substantial reliability and soundness. It can thus be cited as an authoritative
reference and documentary evidence in jurisprudential, ethical, and other related
discourses.

Keywords: Jawami' Ahkam al . Nisa', Al - Khisal by Shaykh al . Sadug, Chain

reliability, Reliability of issuance, Validation, Women's jurisprudence (figh al - nisa’).

Autumn & winter 2024/Quarterly Of Jornal Hadith& Andisheh- Issue No. 38

308



309

)

Abstracts %g’(’%g

Validating the Prolific Companions and Narrators in the Mashyakhah of al -
Faqih and Their Pathways (Turuq) Based on Mu'jam Rijal al - Hadith

Abstract
A crucial strategy for validating the compilation Man La Yahduruhu al - Fagih
involves examining its chains of transmission, specifically the Mashyakhah (the
author's index of authorities). Given that a substantial portion of the hadiths in this
work are transmitted through prolific narrators, scrutinizing their reliability
(wathagah) alongside Shaykh al _ Saduqg's pathways (tarig) to them is an
indispensable prerequisite for hadith - based and jurisprudential derivation. To
achieve this crucial objective, this research seeks to address the following question:
How does one evaluate the reliability of the prolific narrators in the Mashyakhah of
al - Fagih and the validity of Shaykh al - Saduq's pathways to them, based on the
principles established by Ayatollah Khoei in Mu'jam Rijal al - Hadith? Employing a
descriptive - analytical method and drawing upon data from Mu'jam Rijal al -
Hadith, this study examines the prolific narrators belonging to the stratum of the
Companions of the Imams (AS). The findings reveal two main points: First,
regarding narrator reliability, all examined prolific narrators are deemed reliable
(thigah), with several holding an exalted status within the discipline of biographical
evaluation (‘ilm al _ rijal). Second, concerning the validity of pathways, Ayatollah
Khoei's principles dictate that all of Shaykh al - Saduq's pathways to these narrators
are authoritative (hujjah) and valid. The only exceptions are his pathways to
Muhammad ibn Muslim and Abu Basir, which fall outside this general ruling and
necessitate further scrutiny. By elucidating the status of the chains within the
Mashyakhah, these results ultimately pave the way for greater confidence in the
hadiths recorded in Man La Yahduruhu al - Fagih.

Keywords: Prolific narrators, Hadith validation, Man La Yahduruhu al - Faqih,

Mu'jam Rijal al - Hadith, Shaykh al - Sadug, Mashyakhah, Ayatollah Khoei.



Investigating the Scholarly and Bibliographical Status of Mulla Mu'izz al -
Din Ardistani in Light of the Attribution of Kashif al - Haqq

Abstract
Mu'izz al - Din Muhammad Husayni Ardistani (d. after 1066 AH) is a lesser -
known figure of the eleventh . century Hijri whose legacy is frequently
overshadowed by his controversial attribution as the author of Kashif al - Hagg—a
theological hadith compilation—and its contentious association with Hadigat al -
Shi‘ah, a work attributed to Mugaddas Ardabili. The obscurity surrounding his
scholarly standing, coupled with the absence of independent biographical research,
has led to significant inconsistencies in analyzing the works attributed to him.
Drawing upon historical and codicological (nuskha - shinakhti) evidence, this
research seeks to address two primary questions: Who was Mu'izz al - Din Ardistani,
and to what extent is the attribution of Kashif al - Haqq to him historically
substantiated and acceptable? Employing a descriptive - analytical methodology,
this study demonstrates that Ardistani served as a scribe in the Qutb Shahi court and
held the custodianship of certain endowments, but lacked a prominent scholarly
persona. Aside from a few translations from Arabic to Persian and a brief exegesis
on Surah Hal Ata, he has been dubiously credited with authoring Kashif al - Haqq;
however, critical examination reveals this attribution to be untenable. By
demystifying Ardistani's historical profile, these findings provide a solid foundation
for evaluating these texts and help resolve persistent challenges surrounding the
authorship of Kashif al - Haqq.

Keywords: Muhammad Ardistani, Kashif al - Haqq, Hadigat al - Shi'ah, Authors

of India, Hyderabad Deccan.
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An Isnad Critique and Examination of the Contradictory Reports to the
Hadith ""O Ali, None Loves You but a Believer, and None Hates You but a
Hypocrite' in Sunni Sources

Abstract

The hadith "None loves you but a believer, and none hates you but a hypocrite”
serves as a foundational pillar of theological argumentation (istidlalat - i i'tigadi) in
establishing the unique status of the Commander of the Faithful, Ali (AS). However,
within Sunni (‘Ammah) hadith sources, contradictory narrations (riwayat - i mu'arid)
exist that attribute this criterion of love and animosity to other individuals or groups,
such as certain Caliphs or the Ansar (Helpers). These transmissions appear to be
fabrications stemming from an atmosphere of sectarian confrontation, crafted to
obscure the semantic implications (dalalah) of this prophetic hadith. Aiming to
safeguard this pivotal narration, the present research investigates the chain validity
of these contradictory reports to evaluate their capacity to challenge the hadith
exclusive to the Commander of the Faithful. Employing a descriptive - analytical
methodology, this study demonstrates that all contradictory transmissions
concerning other figures suffer from severe chain weaknesses. Consequently, they
lack the requisite validity and fail to withstand the rigorous scrutiny of biographical
critique (naqd - i rijali). Furthermore, the systematic invalidation of these
contradictory narrations makes it evident that the paradigm of love and animosity as
the ultimate touchstone for faith and hypocrisy is a truth exclusively articulated in
favor of the Commander of the Faithful. Other narrations merely represent historical
attempts to weaken and marginalize this exalted station. Ultimately, this analysis
confirms that the theological integrity of this prophetic hadith remains entirely
uncompromised by any contradictory reports found in Sunni sources.

Keywords: The Commander of the Faithful Ali, Faith and hypocrisy,

Contradictory narrations, Abu Bakr, Umar, Ansar.



A Comparative Study of the Biographical (Rijali) Foundations in Ayatollah
Khoei's Mu'jam Rijal al - Hadith and *Allamah Shushtari's Qamus al - Rijal

Abstract

Avatollah Khoei's Mu'jam Rijal al - Hadith and 'Allamah Shushtari's Qamus al - Rijal
stand as two monumental pillars within the science of biographical evaluation ('ilm al -
rijal). Although both contemporary scholars exhibit profound erudition in their
biographical approaches, differences in their academic personas and intellectual
backgrounds have led to the emergence of occasionally divergent methodologies regarding
the validation (i'tibar - sanji) of narrators. A comparative study identifying the
commonalities and differences between these two seminal works not only fosters a more
precise and profound understanding of their respective foundations, methods, and salient
strengths, but also opens new horizons in biographical methodology and critique (nagd - i
rijali). Consequently, this research seeks to address the following question: What
convergences and divergences exist in the biographical foundations of these two scholars
across the aforementioned works? Employing a descriptive - analytical method to compare
their views on shared subjects, this study reveals two primary sets of findings. Regarding
convergences, both scholars share considerable consensus on numerous overarching
principles, such as the validity of authentications (tawthigat) by Sunni ('Ammah)
biographers, and their methodological treatment of Shaykh al - Tusi's al - Fihrist and Rijal,
al - Najashi's Rijal, and later biographical compilations. Conversely, divergences are
evident in their perspectives on specific issues, such as a narrator's companionship (ham -
nishini) with the Infallibles (AS), as well as their evaluations of Rijal Ibn al - Ghada'iri and
Rijal al - Kashshi. Furthermore, their distinct methods of biographical emendation (tashih -
i rijali) highlight the intellectual independence of each eminent figure and underscore their
unique trajectories within the realm of biographical research.

Keywords: Muhammad Taqi Shushtari, Sayyid Abu al - Qasim Khoei, Mu'jam Rijal
al - Hadith, Qamus al - Rijal, Biographical foundations, Biographical methodology,

Biographical critique.
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An Explication of Imam al - Sadiq's (AS) Model of Ideological Encounters with
Disbelievers Concerning the Divine Essence: A Content Analysis of Hadiths

Abstract

In religiously diverse societies, constructively engaging with ideological
opponents—particularly concerning fundamental doctrines such as the unity of the
Divine Essence (tawhid - i dhat)}—remains a pressing practical and epistemological
imperative. Despite the emphasis placed by Islamic sources on "the best of
disputations™ (jidal - i ahsan), few systematic studies have analyzed the applied and
objective paradigms of this methodology within the conduct (sirah) and tradition
(sunnah) of the Infallibles (AS). This gap is particularly glaring regarding the era of
Imam al - Sadiq (AS), a period that witnessed the zenith of theological disputations.
Addressing this scholarly void, the present study investigates the systematic
argumentative patterns and methods employed by Imam al . Sadig (AS) in his
ideological encounters with dishelievers (kuffar) regarding the Divine Essence.
Employing a descriptive - analytical methodology, this article demonstrates that the
Imam adhered to a sapiential and dynamic model meticulously calibrated to the
cognitive capacity of his interlocutors. The core components of this paradigm
include: the applied use of rational demonstration (burhan)—namely the teleological
argument (burhan - i nazm) and the argument from innate disposition (burhan - i
fitrah)—integrated with dialectic (jadal), exhortation (maw'izah), and empirical
evidence; the rhetorical skill of eliciting admissions from opponents via calculated
questioning; argumentation grounded in the interlocutors' own presuppositions; the
refutation of claims through dialectical retorts (pasukh - i naqdi); and a strict
adherence to the ethics of dialogue, devoid of logical fallacies. The synthesis of
these components yields a systematic framework for ideological debate (munazarah)
that is both epistemically impactful and ethically respectful.

Keywords: Imam al . Sadiq (AS), ldeological debates, Disbelievers, Divine

Essence, Argumentative methods, Best of disputations.



A Methodological and Foundational Critique of Ibn Hajar al - 'Asgalani's
Approach in Tabyin al - 'Ajab bima Warada fi Shahr Rajab

Abstract
In his work Tabyin al - 'Ajab bima Warada fi Shahr Rajab, Ibn Hajar al - 'Asgalani adopts
a stringent methodology, relying exclusively on chain critique (naqgd - i sanadi) to reject the
majority of narrations concerning the virtues (fada'il) of the month of Rajab. This strictly
chain - centric approach conflicts with broader epistemological frameworks in the study of
virtue - related narrations, such as textual critique (naqd - i matni) and principles like the
rule of leniency in the evidence for recommended acts (tasamuh fi adillat al - sunan).
Furthermore, it falls short of addressing the practical needs of the religious community in
contextualizing these devotional practices. Employing a descriptive - analytical
methodology and an internal critique framework, this research seeks to identify the
methodological and foundational flaws in Ibn Hajar's approach and assess their impact on
the derivation of practical rulings (hukm - i ‘amali). The findings indicate that Ibn Hajar's
perspective suffers from three fundamental shortcomings: (1) a methodological conflation
between "weak" (da'if) and "fabricated" (mawdu’) hadiths, resulting in their wholesale
rejection; (2) a methodological deficiency stemming from the marginalization of content
critique in favor of a unilateral reliance on isnad evaluation; and (3) a foundational flaw in
failing to distinguish between the distinct domains of narrations—such as mandatory
rulings (ahkam) versus meritorious virtues—thereby leading to the unwarranted denial of
principles like leniency. Ultimately, while critiquing this rigid methodology, the article
explicates the practical consequences: the weakness of a transmission chain does not
categorically negate the validity of practical encouragement. Within the context of evidence
for recommended acts, one may still act upon certain narrations motivated by the "hope for
divine reward" (raja’).

Keywords: Ibn Hajar al - 'Asgalani, Tabyin al - 'Ajab bima Warada fi Shahr

Rajab, Narrations of virtues, Chain critique, Leniency in the evidence for

recommended acts, Hadith methodology.
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A Critique of Wadad al - Qadi's Assertion Regarding the Forgery of Malik al
- Ashtar's Treaty and Its Attribution to the Fatimids

Abstract
The Treaty of Malik al - Ashtar (‘Ahdnamah), attributed to the Commander of the
Faithful, Ali (AS), stands as a foundational text in Islamic political thought and a
comprehensive framework for Islamic governance. Citing specific evidentiary
claims, contemporary scholar Wadad al - Qadi has challenged the authenticity of the
text's attribution to Imam Ali (AS), positing instead that it is a fabrication from the
Fatimid period. Such an assertion threatens to undermine the epistemic foundations
of relying on this pivotal document. Employing a critical - analytical methodology,
the present research scrutinizes al - Qadi's foundational premises and evidence to
address the following questions: Upon what methodological foundations do her
arguments for denying the text's authenticity and asserting a Fatimid origin rest?
Furthermore, to what extent do these arguments withstand rigorous scholarly
critique? The findings reveal that al - Qadi's primary documentary evidence lacks
the requisite solidity when confronted with robust counter - evidence. Specifically,
the authentic and early transmission pathways (turuq) recorded by al - Najashi and
Shaykh al - Tusi in the fifth century AH verify the text's attribution to Imam Ali long
before the Fatimid era. Moreover, the profound thematic harmony between the
'‘Ahdnamah and the Imam'’s definitive sermons and epistles in Nahj al - Balaghah,
alongside other ancient sources, decisively refutes the hypothesis of a late
fabrication. Consequently, this study concludes that the claim of a Fatimid forgery
lacks sufficient scholarly substantiation, thereby reaffirming the authenticity of this
historical document.

Keywords: Malik al - Ashtar's Treaty, Commander of the Faithful Ali, Wadad al

- Qadi, Textual attribution, Nahj al - Balaghah.



A Biographical Profile and the Causes for the Impugnment (Tad'if) of
Ahmad ibn Hilal al - Abrata'i, alongside an Examination of How Traditionists
and Jurists Interacted with His Narrations

Abstract

Ahmad ibn Hilal al - Abrata'i is among the most controversial Shi'i narrators, whose
name appears in the transmission chains of over 135 narrations. His biographical
standing is shrouded in ambiguity due to glaring contradictions between the
authentication (tawthiq) and impugnment (tad'if) leveled against him by various
scholars and sources—an issue that has seriously challenged the validity of his
narrational corpus. Employing a descriptive - analytical methodology, this article
seeks to uncover the multifaceted dimensions of al - Abrata'i's profile, elucidate the
reasons behind his biographical weakening, and explicate how jurists (fugaha') and
traditionists (muhaddithun) engaged with his transmissions. The findings indicate
that al - Abrata'i was a remarkably long - lived figure (mu‘ammar) whose career as a
narrator comprises two distinct chronological phases. For the vast majority of his
life, he functioned as a reliable and trusted transmitter; however, his ideological
deviation and theological shifts emerged only in his final decade, ultimately
becoming the primary source of his biographical impugnment. Through this
historical periodization, it becomes evident that the hadiths reported by him largely
trace back to his period of reliability (wathagah) and thus possess the requisite
validity for hadith citation and jurisprudential derivation—a premise that aligns with
how many eminent jurists have practically interacted with his narrations. Ultimately,
by demystifying al - Abrata'i's historical profile, these findings resolve persistent
ambiguities regarding the validity of a notable segment of the Shi'i hadith heritage,
offering researchers a more pragmatic and historically nuanced approach.
Keywords: Ahmad ibn Hilal al . Abrata'i, Shi'i biographical evaluation (rijal),

Validation and invalidation (jarh wa ta'dil), Narrator reliability, Narrator deviation,

Deputy - ship (wikalah).
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